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Porkbelly Futures : Reviews

It would be easy to call the Porkbelly Futures a roots-rock band, seeing as how the five-piece band draws from rock’s deep well of folk, blues and country music. But the Porkbellys defy simple categorization. There’s nothing straightforward about a band that sings about subjects as varied as heartbreak, hotels, fishing, trains, wrestling heroes and literary icons, or one whose members come from a variety of diverse backgrounds. This is a group with as much intelligence and wit as soulfulness and fun.

The Porkbellys are an engaging live act, with strong original material, exceptional musicianship (including an award-winning blues guitarist and two highly esteemed classical players) and a natural on-stage chemistry that comes from years of touring across Canada together, playing countless bars and summer festivals. The Porkbellys possess an enviable versatility, with two lead vocalists and several multi-instrumentalists in the group. It’s a powerful package that connects with audiences wherever they play. 

- Nicholas Jennings,  music critic and author of Before the Gold Rush
… The band does sound different, with more flavours, from country, to blues, to reggae and even a little zydeco. There were special, quiet moments too. Paul`s song All the Stars, sung almost acapella had both Rebecca onstage and this writer holding back tears. There are studio versions of this song on both the new Porkbelly album `Crooked Road` and Paul Quarrington`s `The Songs. Seek out and buy both CDs – you`ll thank me. They’re the next thing to being there.
- A Face In The Crowd

Porkbelly Futures played The London Music Club to an appreciative audience and were as bloody great as you’d expect…. When Porkbelly Futures come back, don’t you dare miss them. 

- James Reaney, London Free Press

Porkbelly Futures play what they call “red eyed soul” and everyone else calls “12 bar blues”. Their music is muscular and rollicking, but what really makes them a little special is the bar room wit, such as Hemingway (“Hemingway always gets it right, With a simple syntax and a prose that’s right”) a trucker style anthem for the thinking drinker.”

 Q4Music (UK)
Blues songs about Ernest Hemingway and Booker winner Michael Ondaatje? Given that the delta pioneers were mostly illiterate; this latest contribution to the current blues revival is an improbably highbrow affair … the band - complete with bassist moonlighting from the Toronto Symphony Orchestra - can choogle and boogie with the best.”


 
Nigel Williamson, Uncut Magazine (UK)
Their first CD, Way Past Midnight, is a masterful effort distinguished by some exceptionally colourful and unusual songs and an authoritative dedication to fundamental folk, roots and blues grooves.�
-  Gregg Quill, Toronto Star
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As a unit, they’re tight and play like they really mean it, but it’s the songs that set this band apart. These are literary blues tunes for people who have read Hemingway and Atwood and who understand the futility of trying to get your lovers attention when she’s wrapped up in Michael Ondaatje’s In the Skin of a Lion. Porkbelly Futures’ debut release Way Past Midnight� was produced by David Gray, former guitarist with Parachute Club and Paul Butterfield. Assisting artists include award-winning Nashville guitarist Colin Linden (O Brother Where Art Thou?), Richard Bell (Janis Joplin, The Band) and The Canadian Brass. 
· Montreal Gazette

For more information, visit www.PorkbellyFutures.com
For booking information, email mworthy@mac.com
